
WAC 4-30-042  When is independence required?  When performing 
professional services for which a report expressing assurance is pre-
scribed by professional standards, licensees, as defined in WAC 
4-30-010, CPA-Inactive certificate holders, nonlicensee firm owners, 
and employees of such persons must evaluate and maintain their inde-
pendence so that opinions, reports, conclusions, and judgments will be 
impartial and viewed as impartial by parties expected to rely on any 
report expressing assurance by such persons. Such persons are re-
quired:

(1) To comply with all applicable independence rules, regula-
tions, and the AICPA code of conduct as referenced in and required by 
WAC 4-30-048; and

(2) To decline engagements for which a report expressing assur-
ance is prescribed by professional standards when such persons have a 
relationship that could lead a reasonable and foreseeable user to con-
clude that such persons are not independent.

Independence is not required when performing a compilation en-
gagement provided the report discloses a lack of independence.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.04.055(2). WSR 10-24-009, amended and re-
codified as § 4-30-042, filed 11/18/10, effective 12/19/10; WSR 
08-18-016, § 4-25-622, filed 8/25/08, effective 9/25/08; WSR 
03-24-034, § 4-25-622, filed 11/25/03, effective 12/31/03; WSR 
98-12-049, § 4-25-622, filed 5/29/98, effective 6/29/98. Statutory Au-
thority: RCW 18.40.055 [18.04.055]. WSR 93-22-046, § 4-25-622, filed 
10/28/93, effective 11/28/93.]
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